
BAY-DELTA URBAN COALITION

Ju~ 9, [997

Ms. Sunne McPeak, Co-Chair
Mr. Michael Madigan, Co-.Chair
Bay-Delta Advisory Council
1416 9th Su~et
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. McPeak and Mr. Madigan:

We understand that at the May 22. 1997 Bay-Delta Advisory Cctmcil meeting, Tom Graft

made sta~xn~nta regarding rec,~tt briefing docum~nt~ prepared by rrprru:ntativ~s of ~v~ral

urban wa~er agencies relive ro recen[ roee[ings in Washing[on, D.C.. Because we were not

available ro answcr any questions that may have arisen, a letter of clarification appears warranted.

For your background information, the Bay-Delta Urban Coalition was created in ! 993 to

coordinate urban activities in Washington, D.C. and Sacramento in an effort to secur~ the success

of r.he landmark Bay-Delta Accord and build upon that success in the CALFED process. The

Urban Coalition i:s distinct from the Califomit Urban Watcr Agcncic,s, which i~ prohibitcd by it~

charter from engaging in political activities. While many CUWA agencies participate in Urban

Coal~dou activities, some do not. and many urban water suppli~’s who arc nor CUWA members

belong to the Urban Co’,dition.

The Urban Coalition has a clear history of continuous con~mizrnent ~o effective

implementation of the CVPIA. As with any legishuion of r.his complexity, however, them have

been dfffcrences in interpretation among vario~ interest SToups. One of the themes we have

stressed throughout ~e CVPIA’s Implementation process has been the need for collaboration and
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coll~dve p~blem-solving - ~e s~e app~ach that f~ilit~ed agreement on ~e Bay-~lta

A~ord.

The document displayed by Mr. Graft at the BDAC meeting, a copy of which is W~tehed,

is an informal briefing pa~er which had been provided to and reviewed with environmentalists,

including one of Mr. Graft’s ]~DF colleagues, when we were in Washington, D.C. ou May 20.

As such, we were surprised when tlw document was eharactcaSzed as a forrttal letter which had

been prepared in secret (as Mr. Graft ,wemed to imply) allegedly to undermine environmental

objectives.

Urban Coalition representatives met with congressional staff and Departnlent of Interior

(1301) officials on May 20-21 to discuss concerns and offer ideas to improve the processes used

by DOI agencies to make recent dec|sion~ allocating water to envirornue~ttal resources. It w~

not our mission to ef’l’ectuate changes to the substantive decisions, but rather to highlight our

concern that the processes through which recent decisions have been made, including the Delta

prescriptions, Trinity River flow increases, ~ others, could be substantially improved.

We carried two specific messages. The ~irst was that better process is likely to yield

l:~ettcr decisions. An open process which promotes the developmertt of broader and more creative

thinkin~ in earlier stages of decision-making should be embraced by the federal ~tlen¢ies. The

~It~ittl~ u~" kl~ab doe~ not dlht~ d~eit po~et, we recognize that the DOI aget~ies are th~

decision-makers on many aspects of Bay-Delta matters. Rather, we believe that the development

of the best svailable sciert¢c and the most effective raethcds for implementing protective action is
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~complish~d ~rough a parcicip~ory proce~ that inclu~s stakeholders both in ~e fo~v¢

~d ~e f~ s~es of d~ision-m~ng ~d provi~s ~u~� ~me for review when d~io~

~e ~g finali~

~r second ~e w~ ~at ~er pr~e~ is ~ ~e key to reducing conflict ~d ch~s

p~ss wMch yiel~ ~i0ve insulin for ~lopment of s~mt~le sol~. We

t~ ~ ite~ve pros shoed ~ fo~ow~ ~t ~ly by fede~ m~l~ a~¢i~.

~ we~.

R~ent d~isions on 19~ ~lta and ups~ o~m~ons provide e~pl~ of

~isio~ w~ch have f~ ~ na~wly on m~h~is~ for ~ting biolo#cM ~n~s.

~s~ de~isions, while ~lfllling im~nt obj~tives, have not ~ co~t of o~ ~~.

By relying ~ h~vily on impirmrnt~don vf (0)(2) ~td ~A m~hml~m,

f~ed to ~* ~v~e of o~er m~urce mage~nt oppo~nifi~ to m~t

n~ M a ~er which m~¢~s unnec~sa~ imp~ on wamr supplies.

w, ~lieve ~I should logic~y ~d cre~v,ly us* all tools av~l~M ~ the ~ ~d

~Isewh,m to me,t ,nviromcntM objective. The 8~,~ ~r~-fe~ of C~ yield is ~ i~t

clement, but ~em ~t o~,rs. As ~ ~x~pM of creative w~r m~ag~ment initiatives to hel~

~t ruvhot~u~ w~t" pttsct’i~ions in a Mss supply-~u¢ing ~ncr, S~m Cl~a VMI~

Wamr Dis~ct ~d ~ Me~opoli~ Wamr Dis~ct of Sout~m C~ffo~a have pm~s~ to

~chedule ~eir d~i~fi~ of ~lta exam to help ~e Bureau of R~I~ ~t flow levels
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BAY-DELTA URBAN COALII’ION SMRESiG COM341TYEE

San Francisco Public Utilities Commission

Bay Mtmi¢ipal Utility Distri¢�

~ger

MetropolRan Water Disuict of Southern California

Municipal Water District of Oran~ze County

Walt Wadlow. Assistant General Manager,
Santa Clara Valley Water District                                               :.

LesRr Snow
B~y-Delm Advisory Committee members
Environmental Water Caucus
Dan Netson, San Luis & Delta Mendota Water Authority
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